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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

MEDICAL MISSIONS -THEIR BASIS

AND THEIR VALUE.

J. M. BALPII, il.D.j LATAKIA, SYRIA.

“A thing is great, partly by its tradi-

tions, and partly by its opportunities;

partly by what it has accomplished and

partly by the doors of serviceableness, of

which it holds the keys .”—George Adam
Smith.

The growth of medical missions in the

past two or three decades has been a mar-

velous one; but even more astonishing is

the fact that the Church of Christ was so

slow to recognize the value of what is

now almost universally admitted to be one

of the most potent factors in the world’s

evangelization, and one that is demanded

and can be successfully applied in almost

every mission field the world over. The

only proper basis for the establishment of

such work, it seems to me, is man’s need;

and the divine warrant, as clearly mani-

fested in the life and teachings of the

Master.

Man, being a physical as well as a spir-

itual being, has physical as well as spirit-

ual wants. Sin has brought with it phy-

sical as well as spiritual suffering; and in-

asmuch as the physical wants of men are

more tangible and apparent, they are, in

the eyes of all those who have not had a

vision of the Christ, the thing of first im-

portance. How literally true do we find

it that “All that a man hath will he give

for his life.”

It is exceedingly difficult to make men
believe that our lives are guided by the

Divine law of love, if we fail to extend to

them, according to our ability, in their

time of suffering, the help they need. The

Divine command, “Bear ye one another’s

burdens,” comes to us with a fuller mean-

ing and increased force when we open our

eyes to see, and our ears to hear of the

great and crying need of those who have

fallen by the way, with none to raise them

up again. We must feed the hungry, pro-

vide for the needy, and ease the pains of

the suffering among our fellow men, so

far as God has given us the ability, if we

desire to fully obey His command, “Fol-

low me.” And until we follow Him, fully

and unreservedly, we cannot expect to very

readily convince men that our religion is

something that they need and that will do

them good. The ignorant and unregen-

.erate masses that are found in every mis-

sion field, can but faintly realize, from

their standpoint, the love that impels us

to bring to them the offer of eternal life.

But, when along with that, we bind up

their wounds, heal their diseases, stand be-

tween them and the destroying pestilence,

or feed the famine-stricken, that is a de-

monstration of the Christ life that im-

presses them with the reality of our love.

And when we offer them a religion that

teaches us to do these things, for Christ’s
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sake, and for their sake, there can be no

longer any doubt in their minds as to the

sincerity of our purpose.

The Need.—To those having even a very

moderate knowledge of the situation in

mission lands, the great need must be evi-

dent; and argument to prove it is scarcely

necessary. The cry that comes to us from

all these lands is the cry of the weak to

the strong—a universal cry for help from

those who have no power to help them-

selves. China, with all her teeming mil-

lions, has no institutions for instruction in

the art and science of medicine. And her

people are the victims of quackery and ig-

norance of the most despicable and for-

bidding character, preying upon their

supetstitions, but bringing them no relief

from their sufferings. Only here and

there, where foreign physicians have es-

tablished themselves, has anything been

done to relieve this awful condition. In

Persia and India the same conditions

practically exist. Africa, “the dark con-

tinent/’ sends up its wail of suffering
;
and

with what result? A few bright spots may
be found here and there over this dark

picture, but insignificant in comparison

with the whole. Let us look at the field

of our own Church in Syria and Asia

Minor. In Syria we have a territory of

over five thousand square miles, with a

population, at a very reasonable estimate,

of one hundred and fifty thousand. There

may be found in all tins field five or six

native physicians, more or less capable of

treating disease.

Two-tbirds of the people are not within

reach of a physician—more than that

number are not able to pay for the services

of a physician. I simply state facts, and

leave the reader to judge of the need. In

Asia Minor, where for several years we
have not had a physician, conditions are

largely the same. Cyprus, too, although

under vastly superior conditions, with its

Government physicians and hospitals and

free dispensaries, yet affords an abundant

field of labor for the missionary physician.

If there is any follower of Christ who is

not convinced that the urgent need alone

is sufficient to place him under responsi-

bility to aid in this work, let me say that

this is but one side of the arch upon which

the superstructure of medical missions

rests.

The other is The Divine Warrant.— Do
you suppose that the compassionate One,

whose steps were almost constantly beset

by the suffering ones of earth, and who was

never too weary to turn aside to exert His

healing power, looks with unconcern.upon

His suffering children now? Can we, if we

would be Christ-like, do aught but mani-

fest our compassion for our needy and

suffering brothers and sisters the world

over? Not only was a large portion of the

time of the Master Himself given to this

work, but when He sent out His disciples

He also gave them power and commanded

them to heal as well as to preach. Every

command ever given by Him to His dis-

ciples looking toward the evangelization

of tbe world has contained in it also the

promise of healing power. If there is any

meaning, in these words—“Inasmuch as ye

have done it unto one of the least of these,

My brethren, ye have done it unto Me”

—

does it not mean that we are to “do good

to all men,” help the needy, heal the sick

and comfort the distressed ? And why ?

For Christ’s sake. Because He loved us,

we should love all men, and especially our

less fortunate brothers and sisters the

world over.

But perhaps we may be met with the

argument, that all of Christ’s works of

healing, as those of His disciples, were

performed by supernatural or miraculous

power, and that God no longer chooses to

carry on His work in the world by the

intervention of the miraculous, $od conse-
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quently His command to heal the sick can-

not be carried out. Although we con-

sider this argument to be founded upon

a faulty hypothesis, a misconception of the

infinite power of the Son of God, a failure

to rightly interpret the words, “All power

is given unto Me in heaven and in earth,”

yet we reply, if it were true, it would not

exonerate us from our obligation. The

world has been moving on since the days

in which Christ lived and taught on earth.

The Spirit of God has moved upon the

face of the waters, and has brought forth

life, intelligence, energy, invention, power.

The forces that man has at his command

have been enlarged a thousand fold, and

the end is not yet. The science of medi-

cine, if it has not kept step in the march of

progress, has made many wonderful strides

forward. Discoveries of the past quarter

of a century have increased its power many

fold. Things that fifty years ago were

classed among the impossibilities, are daily

performed without a thought of their be-

ing anything beyond the ordinary. Why
this phenomenal increase in knowledge

and power ? Does God intend that all this

light shall be hidden under a bushel ? No

;

rather that it shall shine to the farthest

ends of the earth. God only requires us

to live up to the measure of the gifts and

powers that He has given us. But less

than that He will not accept at our hands.

Our responsibility is only limited by the

power and ability intrusted to us. With

.

these Christ expects us to serve Him. And
to serve Christ is to serve our fellow-men.

As we might expect of any instrumen-

tality so greatly needed, and so enforced

by Divine precept and command, the re-

sults abundantly testify to its utility

:

First—In removing prejudice and open-

ing the way for the proclamation of

the Gospel of Peace. The universal tes-

timony of missionaries and other observ-

ers is that medical missions have sur-

passed all other human agencies in remov-

ing the prejudices of the ignorant and

hostile heathen world against the truth.

Space forbids extended mention of cases

illustrating this point. 1 simply refer

you to the work of such men as Dr. Elms-

lie, of Kashmir, who accomplished results

that had been repeatedly attempted in

vain; or that of Dr. Kenneth Mackenzie

in Tien-tsin, or Dr. Valentine in Jeypore,

where no missionary had previously been

allowed to settle, and whose work was the

opening wedge that permitted the entrance

of the truth. What might we not say

also of our own pioneer medical mission-

ary, Dr. Metheny, or of his successor. Dr.

A. Dodds, and the work accomplished by

them in removing the prejudices of the

people and furthering the interests of

the work. Although gone, their lives yet

speak, and the memory of their good deeds

and kindly ministrations lives in the

hearts of the people with whom they came

in touch. My experience affords ample

justification for the statement that the

medical missionary, under the circum-

stances existing in most mission fields, can

and does exert an influence peculiar to

the nature of his profession more powerful

in the overcoming of opposition and preju-

dice than is any other. Let me cite the

testimony of Hon. John W. Foster, ex-

Secretary of State. He says: “We found

that in China, where the science of sur-

gery is almost unknown, the medical mis-

sionaries were proving a most helpful ad-

junct of the work, a door of access to the

people not otherwise reached, a ready

means of overcoming prejudice and op-

position. 1 am pleased to bear testimony

to the scientific attainments and Christian

zeal of the male and female workers in

this department, and to commend the field

as one which can never be overcrowded

by the Church at home.”

Second—Medical missions bring the
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gospel to many who cannot he reached in

any other way. Fierce and bitter opposi-

tion and persecution are brought to bear

against certain classes in almost all mis-

, sion lands if they are known to attend the

preaching of the gospel. Consequently it

is almost impossible to carry the gospel to

these classes through the ordinary chan-

nel, but as sickness and disease are no

respecters of persons, the physician finds

himself surrounded in his clinics or in

the hospital by all classes and conditions

of men, and thus secures an opportunity

for the presentation of the gospel to those

who would never hear it in any other way.

Our experience is that two-thirds of the

people who hear the gospel in our clinics

or in the hospital do not hear it any-

where else. Thus several thousand people

hear the truth, and some of them many

times every year, who otherwise would not

hear it at all.

Third—Medical work is a constant ob-

ject lesson—a tableau vivant , that sets

more clearly before simple minds than any

words can do, the practical side of our re-

ligion, and also instructs them in regard

to the .care of the sick, and exerts a

healthy and uplifting influence upon those

it touches.

All that we have said in regard to med-

ical work in general applies with added

force to hospital work. Here we are able

to accomplish the best results, physically

and spiritually.

If the hospital is made what it should

be—a Christian home, where the sick and

suffering not only receive the attention

that their cases require, but have daily

opportunity of hearing the truth and ob-

serving the practical working out of it in

the lives of those who have devoted them-

selves to the work—it cannot fail to be a

mighty power for good. Of all those who
have come under our care in this way but

a very small fraction have gone out with-

out carrying with them a sufficient por-

tion of memorized truth to enable them to

reach the light. While in many homes

where the Scripture was unknown before,

we have reason to believe that it is read

now. Patients sometimes come back to

us after months of absence and are able

to repeat the Lord’s Prayer and Scripture

texts that they have learned, and tell us

that they use this prayer every day.

The existing conditions in our Syrian

field importunately demand the earnest

prosecution of the medical work. The

poor and the suffering are around us

everywhere. In the mountains we have

a population of about seventy-five thou-

sand Nusairiyeh, to whom schools and the

preaching of f^he gospel is forbidden, but

the physician cannot legally be denied the

right to go where he will among them.

Here itself is an abundant field of

labor for one man. While we pray for

greater freedom, for the preaching of the

gospel, is it not wisdom to take advantage

of that that is within the bounds of pos-

sibility? We trust that we may not be

misunderstood as desiring to unduly exalt

medical missions. The preaching of the

gospel is the great means for the world’s

evangelization, and it is because that med-

ical work helps to do this, because of its

practical nature, and its beneficent in-

fluences, because of its uplifting tenden-

cies, and because of its Christ-given au-

thority that we would urge its employ-

ment as an aid to that end.

Sympathy is the safeguard of the human soul against selfishness.— 'Iliomas Carlyle.

There are two kinds of folded hands—those that lie upon empty laps and those

that lie upon finished work.

—

James Buckham.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.— A letter from Miss

Mattie B. Wylie, dated Nov. 10, 1904,

contains the following items

:

We had a long, dry summer. Two cis-

terns here leaked, from the roots of trees

pushing through the walls, and the first

thing we knew we were out of water. We
had to carry water from a neighbor. But

that was the only drawback we experi-

enced in opening our work. Last week we

had delightful rains. It must have been

after such an experience as ours this sum-

mer that the Sixty-fifth Psalm was writ-

ten. All nature seems to rejoice and give

thanks.

The boarding schools are fuller than

usual. I have sixty-one in the girls’

school, and there are, I think, forty-five in

the boys’ schools. The day schools are

small. There are day schools all over

town now. This year the nuns have opened

a school. And there is quite a glamour in

the thought of learning French. A little

spattering of French is considered quite

an accomplishment, even though the girl

may not be able to read her own language,

so much more full and rich. I tell every

one that my object is that a girl may know

Arabic, so that she can understand God’s

Word. People often reproach us that we

do not teach more English. That is not

our object. It is by knowing God’s will as

revealed in Ilis Word, and obeying it, that

these people and this land shall be made
better. The Gunaimia girls are back, and

two others with them. They all studied

with teacher Nagebe in the vacation. We
have several from Gendaria and four from

Bahamra. One from Eldainy; her mother

is a daughter of our lamented friend, Jera

Hourani. She came to Latakia to visit

her brothers and to be treated by the doc-

tor. She told me of several of the old

pupils, who often meet with her for prayer

and reading of the Scriptures. She is very

poor, and has to work hard during the

week. But she told me that she tried to

visit and read to the sick on Sabbath day.

Perhaps, I thought, there is seed being

sown that we know not of. But God sees

and counts.

Mr. Stewart has been down from the

mountains nearly a month, and all are

well. We miss Dr. Balph and Miss Ed-

gar. The boys always inquire for her, and

of course many ask for the Doctor. The
daughter of Saleem Saleh has typhoid

fever. The Lord is trying him sorely. He
was obliged to take his wife to Beirut to

be treated for cancer. During his absence

a favorite niece died, and when he re-

turned he found his only daughter sick.

It was supposed that the niece died of

consumption. But she was only sick three

weeks. She was out in a village four hours

away. They brought her home Friday

night, and she died Sabbath night. I was

sorry not to see her, as I liked her very

much when she was in school and ever

since. Had I known I would have gone

to see her, to give her comfort and en-

couragement on her dying bed. People

were so afraid of catching consumption

that few attended the funeral. It has

come to be a saying, “The Lord help any

one who has consumption !” Instead of

repentance, the people try to take pre-

cautions against infection, and the poor

patient is almost left to die unattended.

I made the sin of this neglect the subject

of my talk to the women yesterday. When
Mr. Saleh’s daughter took sick the people
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thought of course she had taken consump-

tion from her cousin. But when it was

known to be only typhoid fever all fear

vanished.

Mersina, Asia Minor. —We are glad

that Rev. R. J. Dodds has, in a measure,

recovered his health, and, writing Nov. 4,

1904, is able to send some items of inter-

est from this field

:

The deaths of Mr. Alexander and Miss

George made a deep impression on us. The

news of the latter particularly was very

sudden and unexpected. Yet she had given

much unmistakable evidence of a charac-

ter ripening for the Kingdom. It is the

solemn warning that we have had so often,

and it is rendered still more solemn in

being doubled, and it has been brought

home to many in the case of both these

deaths. They have been deeply felt, at

least throughout the length and breadth of

the Covenanter Church, and no doubt in

circles beyond. While there can be no

doubt that, to each of the deceased the call

from this world was welcome, their being

cut down in the midst of such distin-

guished usefulness is a rebuke to the

Church. These lamented deaths occasion

gaps in the fighting line which the Lord

alone can qualify others to fill.

Our young Chinese Mission has been

sorely tried, but neither the missionaries

nor the Church will be disheartened by the

frequent and quickly repeated visits of

the death angel. We can but feel that the

Lord has gracious designs for the Chinese

Mission, for the accomplishment of which

it was necessary to greatly endear it to the

hearts of His people. I noted the coin-

cidence that the first of our missionaries

to die in Christ’s service in China was

born on the day of the death of the first

missionary in the Syrian Mission, Dec. 11,

1810 .

Miss Sterrett and her associate are back

from America several weeks ago. I think

Miss Sterrett seems better for- her absence,

even though it was not a rest. The schools

are open and full, 1 think, and flourishing

I hope. The spirit among the native help-

ers seems to be good, perhaps better than

for a few years past.

Last Sabbath I was so thankful to be

permitted to begin preaching again. It

was a privilege I feared might never again

be allowed me. I preached three times.

It was the first full da)r’s work I had at-

tempted in that line for several months.

Notwithstanding my disability, the

Word was faithfully proclaimed by native

brethren, who are trained and skillful in

the presentation of gospel truth. Machail

Luttoof was with us in Guzne, and gave

unusual attention to study for speak-

ing on Sabbath days—having carefully

furnished himself with some helpful books

from the American press in Beirut. I

can say that I was much benefited by his

discourses myself. We held our meetings

in a tent of brush-wood, as the previous

year. I regret to say, however, that it was

not duly respected by all our neighbors,

and we were so discouraged that we are

not likely to gather next year in a similar

place of worship. I think it would be

well to have some kind of a house suitably

located. It would not need to be more

than a plain structure of boards or of

stone, built with mud and pointed with

lime outside. It should have two rooms in

connection, for a native brother with his

family to occupy, first, to keep and care

for the worship room, and second, to pre-

vent its being called a church, for a

church would not be tolerated. This would

be a good thing, not only for the mission-

aries and any Protestants who happened

to be in Guzne for the summer, but it

would pay on account of the good number

of people whom we can reach in Guzne

and whom we cannot reach anywhere else.



News of the Churches. 7

I wrote you once about Ibrahim Juma’s

wife having been taken away from him by

the Papists. You will be glad to learn that

this summer we were enabled to secure

her restoration to him. They are very

happy in their reunion, and I think it will

not be easy for any one to persuade her to

leave him again. She is giving attention

to studying Protestantism, and I hope she

may yet come to the light. Ibrahim Juma
worked with Hanna Basnah in Adana and

vicinity during the summer, and they had

rare opportunities for evangelistic work.

The work, so far as opportunities to read

to people and to speak to them are con-

cerned, and also with reference to attend-

ance at meetings on Sabbath, is encourag-

ing, the seed is being sown; and so far as

I can make out, this is also true of the

Auba.

The readers of Olive Trees are fami-

liar with the story of Sophia and Zahra,

sisters of Telgie Ibrahim, who has been in

this country for many years. In a letter

dated Nov. 24, 1904, Miss Sterrett thus

refers to the death of Zahra

:

Poor Zahra had a harder life than

Sophia has had thus far, but her trials

ceased about one month ago. She took

sick suddenly the week after our return,

and was delirious from the first. We were

late getting back, and we had to work

fast to get things in order for beginning

school the second week, and I did not go

to Tarsus to see her. Madeleine went, but

Zahra could not speak, though she seemed

to recognize her. When she first took

sick, the Fellaheen said that she was pos-

sessed by an evil spirit, and that there was

no use in giving her medicine. They

brought a Sheikh to read over her to

drive away the spirits, but as soon as

Sophia’s husband arrived, he drove away

the Sheikh and brought the best doctor

he could find in Tarsus, who was very

k

kind, and did all he could for her; but it

was too late. Her babe of about two

months died this week. One little girl,

five years old, is the only remaining child.

We would like to have her, but the grand-

mother says that the Fellaheen neighbors

will tell them that it is a great shame if they

have to give the child to foreigners to

train. About three years ago Zahra’s old-

est child—a boy—died here." I remember

once, when she was talking about her

children, she said, “I am very much
troubled when I think of Tanker (the

little boy), for I have no doubt as soon as

he will be old enough, he will be initiated

into the Ansairia religion and I can do

nothing to help it. The little girl,

Fareda, I have a hope that I can teach

her the Christian religion, and will be

able to influence her more than I can a

bov.” As her next little boy died in in-

fancy, and now the baby girl, it would

seem that the Lord is caring for them in

His own way. We will watch Fareda with

interest, and pray that" she may be a

good Christian girl.

For the past three or four years we had

had Zahra employed among the Fellaheen

women as a Bible reader. Owing to her

little family and often in poor health her-

self, she was not able to go very far from

her home
;
but we hope that the seed sown

in weakness may some time spring up and

bring forth fruit. Once she expressed a

doubt as to whether she ought to receive

any money, as she could only reach a

small area of the town, and that not very

often. Two majedies per month was all

we paid her—not very high wages, of

course, but she was satisfied with that, and

it was all we could afford. Sophia came

into prayer meeting last night, and seemed

glad to be able to take so much liberty.

She had come to bid us good-bye.

For several reasons our schools are not

as full as they were this time last year.
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We did not open until after the middle

of October, when all the other schools

were in session, and many who used to

come here went to these schools. Then

we are charging a small fee for each

day pupil in the boys’ school, and this

reduced the number after the first few

days to forty.

There are forty-four . boys boarding,

some of whom pay a little. We insisted

upon the girls in the boarding school pay-

ing, but only a few are doing so; several

who have been here two or three years, left

because we asked it. I am sorry that girls

are not considered worth paying for here.

We have thirty-three boarders and twenty-

five day pupils.

Cyprus.—In a letter dated Nov. 30,

1904, Dr. Calvin McCarroll gives his first

impressions of Cyprus and the missionary

work

:

Early on the morning of Oct. 27 we

sighted the island of our destiny, and for

nine hours we could see nothing hut bar-

ren and sandy shores, rising into low

mountain ranges. At four o’clock we

reached Larnaca, and were welcomed at the

wharf by our brother and family, with

several of the native workers. We were

permitted to land without being held in

quarantine, as it was lifted the week be-

fore our arrival, for which we were very

thankful.

Larnaca we find to be a very pleasant

place in which to live, the climate at the

present time being moderate, with plenty

of rain and also a fair amount of sun-

shine. However, we are told that this is

the wet month, and that it is very dry

and warm during the summer months.

Regarding the school work, my brother

keeps you informed, and as regards the

medical department, I will tell you how
things appear at first sight. The English

Government has a well-equipped hospital

under the direction of a thoroughly effi-

cient English doctor, directly opposite our

church and school. The hospital has in

connection a free clinic every day for

those who are unable to pay for medical

services. Besides this, there are several

native doctors who were educated in

Athens and are fairly competent, so it will

readily be seen that a free clinic opened

by a church organization will scarcely

have any more effect upon the native pop-

ulation than the same thing opened by

the English Government, without any re-

ligious tendencies whatever. The same

conditions exist in Nicosia, which is, how-

ever, about three times as large as

Larnaca, having about twenty thousand

population. So it appears to me that a

clinic will simply afford us an opportunity

to talk with and exhort those who come,

the fact that we are giving free services

having no effect upon their mind at all.

The prospect in Famagusta, Limassol and

Kyrenia is more promising, as in these

places there is no English doctor, the

population of each town being probably

three or four thousand. We are now con-

sidering the advisability of living in

Nicosia, with a clinic open two or three

days each week, and then go for the re-

mainder of the week to Famagusta and

Kyrenia alternately. However, for the

present we are studying Greek and waiting

for our goods to come from America, hav-

ing heard nothing about them except that

they have been shipped.

Last Sabbath my brother went to Fama-

gusta and held Communion services, leav-

ing me to take charge of the services in

the chapel here. We are all well.

Tak Hing, China.—In a letter, dated

Nov. 15, 1904, after a touching reference

to his personal experiences, and expressing

the belief that his children, whom he left

in America, are in good hands, both for
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their physical and spiritual care. Rev. A.

I. Robb writes

:

The trip was a very pleasing one on our

return, and wherever I went in the home

land there was abundant evidence of per-

sonal sympathy and real interest in our

work.

The Mission has done well during the

summer. My brother did not begin the

school house on account of some rascality

cropping out among the builders, which

he did not feel ready to handle with his

limited knowledge of their affairs. We
broke ground yesterday for the founda-

tion, and hope to push the work along as

fast as is possible in this country, where

people do not push much. The acquiring

of land for the hospital site was a good

stroke of business, and we' will put the

chapel up as soon as the school is finished,

and then the hospital. Dr. Wright is

somewhat undecided about how to plan it,

not knowing what the views of the Board

are, whether it is to send out one to take

Dr. George’s place, or retain the McBur-

nevs here, or have him work alone. There

will be time to consider that, however, be-

fore work will begin on the hospital. The

missionaries have all made progress on the

language, and all are doing excellent work

now. The preaching services have been

kept up, and the attendance now is, I

think, larger than it was in the spring.

There are quite a niunber of inquirers,

and indications that we will have some

accessions at our next communion, which

will be the first Sabbath of January. The
Christians have been proving faithful, and

two of them are out selling books, and one

of these is regarded by men who are man-
aging colporteurs of their own, as being in

the front rank. I have begun an evening

class for Bible study since my return,

mainly for the Christians, though some

others will probably attend. I am quite

pleased with the way things have been

managed during the summer, and feel that

there are capable managers in training

here.

Four years ago, while at home, I spoke

a number of times of a man who had de-

clared his faith in Christ and then been

persecuted out of it, or until he dared not

confess his belief. I did not see him on

our return three years ago, but he was at

church the first Sabbath we were back

this time, and, my brother says, has been

attending church a good deal all summer.

He was the first man in Tak Hing to show

any interest in the gospel, and we are

hoping that the sowing of those early days

will be harvested soon.

There has been a good deal of illness

with Dengue fever recently, and I had a

turn of it myself for a few days, but am
better now. Miss Torrence started yester-

day for Canton to stay with Mrs. Nelson

until the last of January. Mr. Kempf is

digging away faithfully at the Chinese,

and incidentally is laying on flesh in a

most encouraging manner. He is some

ten pounds heavier than when he left the

United States. Our old grandmother has

been quite ill for a number of days, but is

improving now. The weather is fine for

work or anything else.

The warden of the prison at Siaoshi in Szechwan, China, is a Christian.
.
So he

holds morning and evening Avorship for such of the prisoners as wish to attend.

Eighteen of the prisoners, some of them under sentence of death, attend these

services regularly, and have and use Bibles and hymn books. Whenever a native

convert begins aggressive evangelistic work in this fashion, the deep and permanent

quality of the change produced by the gospel is throAvn into relief .—Bureau of

Missions.
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AT home:.
Allegheny, Pa.—The following items are from Central Board :

Financial Statement.

On hand
Nov. 1, ’04.

Southern Mission $1,333.20
Chinese Mission 447.94
Indian Mission 1,502.32

Jewish Mission 179.16

Sustentation Fund 188.39

Overdraft,

Nov. 1, ’04.

Domestic Mission 2,590.72

Domestic Mission.-—The quarterly dis-

tribution of funds to Presbyteries will be

made at the next meeting of the Board

on the third Wednesday of January, 1905.

Reports from clerks must be in at that

time in order to be acted on.

Rev. E. F. Sherman sent to the Board

an encouraging account of a visit he had

made to Houlton, Me., where there was

at one time a congregation of our people.

Communications were also received from

Messrs. Thompson and McFall, of the N.

B. and N. S. Presbytery, relating to the

same subject. Mr. Thompson was ap-

pointed bv the Board to visit Houlton, and

if the way be clear, preach one Sabbath

and report to the Board.

The R. P. Congregation of Chicago was

organized on April 23, 1897. Rev. R.

Clarke was ordained to the ministry and

installed pastor on June 18, 1902. The
church building, erected at a cost of $12,-

000—all of which has been paid—was oc-

cupied for the first time on Sabbath, Nov.

20, 1904.

As far back as 1891, Chicago was rec-

ommended to the Board “as a center for

mission work” by the Mission Conference.

In consequence of an investigation, made
at its request by one of our ministers, the

Board reported to the Synod of 1896

:

“We do not think it advisable to make an

On hand
Dec. 1, ’04.

$1,170.74

502.57

1,638.67

264.45

221.49

Overdraft,

Dec. 1, ’04.

580.58 340.50 2,345.64

effort to start a mission there at the pres-

ent time.”

At the first meeting of the Board after

the adjournment of the Sypod, the pro-

priety of making another effort was favor-

ably considered, and correspondence was at

once commenced. As seven members of

the Board were abroad attending the Glas-

gow Conference, no definite action was

taken until the meeting in September. In

the meantime the writer had presented the

claims of Chicago to the Iowa Presbyterial

C. E. Society. After carefully consider-

ing the whole subject, it was resolved “to

appropriate the amounts of money only

from the local society to the support of

the mission for four years,” if the Board

would undertake the work. Rev. J. M.

Wylie, who had investigated the field for

himself, was appointed missionary at the

September meeting, and soon after entered

upon his work. Excepting the Seminary

vacation of 1897, when Mr. C. McLeod

Smith relieved him, he remained in

charge until June 21, 1899, when failing

health obliged him to resign. The Chi-

cago Mission was about this time placed

under the care of the Iowa Presbytery.

Supplies were sent until 1901, when Mr.

Clarke was appointed to labor there.

Mr. Smith and Mr. Clarke had been

employed as missionaries by the Central

Receipts. Expenditures.

$624.94 $787.40
160.00 105.37

382.18 245.83

260.29 175.00

33.10 '
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Allegheny B. P. Congregation, of Alle-

gheny, during the Seminary vacation, the

one at Spring Garden and the other at

Compromise street. They were successful

in these fields, and obtained an experience

that was of value to them when laboring

in Chicago. This brief resume of the his-

tory of the Chicago Congregation shows

What can be accomplished by earnest,

believing, persistent effort in the home

mission field

;

That a Presbytery can cultivate a mis-

sion station within its bounds to better

advantage than can the Board, exercising

a care over it and giving it an attention

the latter cannot;

The advisability of giving a permanent

appointment and an adequate support to

those who labor in the home mission fields,

and encouraging them with the prospect

of becoming located, when they have had

charge, if the work proves successful. This

is the method adopted by our United

Presbyterian brethren in the neighbor-

hood of Pittsburg, and they succeed as

does no other denomination.

Chinese Mission.—Nineteen scholars

were enrolled during November. The at-

tendance at the evening night school was

seventeen
;
average attendance, 5 12-17.

Average at the week evening prayer meet-

ing 10]Z2 ,
and on Sabbath ll/2 . On

Thanksgiving Day fourteen were present.

Twenty-three whites were also present at

that service. The average attendance of

whites on Wednesday evening was 5^, and

on Sabbath, 14£.

The school forwarded to the Board its

contribution of one hundred and sixty dol-

lars for the support of the work in Oak-

land. There were about sixteen contribu-

tors; the amounts being from five dol-

lars to twelve dollars each. This does not

include the sums given to missions, etc.

Indian Mission.—Fifty children are

now in attendance.

Mrs. Carithers and her daughter Alice

have returned to the Mission, and have

charge of the boarding house for the

whites.

Mr. S. Coulter, of Olathe, has charge of

the bakery, and Miss Tillie Mclsaac, of

Marchand, Pa., of the kitchen and dining

room. The church attendance is good.

Southern Mission.—Three hundred

scholars are nowr enrolled. At Valley

Creek there are thirty. Mr. Pickens re-

ports an attendance of forty. The receipts

for October for tuition were one hundred

and two dollars and thirty-five cents, and

for November, one hundred and thirty-six

dollars and fifty-six cents. From other

sources there were thirty-four dollars and

twenty-three cents, making a total of

two hundred and seventy-three dollars and

fourteen cents.

Sterling, Kansas.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society, of Sterling (Kan.) E. P.

Church, would offer this tribute of love

and esteem to the memory of Mrs. Agnes

Dougherty, who was “promoted” Septem-

ber 28, 1904; aged sixty-nine years; born

February 10, 1835. For many years a

great sufferer, she was a notable example

of patience. We realize we have lost a

devoted member and a wise counselor

—

one who was consecrated body, soul and

pocket-book; quiet and unassuming, but

we can all testify to her strong Christian

character. While sadly missed in the

home, church and community, yet we re-

joice with her that the Heavenly Father

has seen fit to take her where “the music

is so sweet,” as she expressed it a few

minutes before her departure from earth

to heaven. It was the Father’s will; it is

ours to submit.

Belle Huston,

Nettie Connery,

Mrs. Tillie Edgar,

Committee.
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New Concord, 0.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of New Concord pays the

following tribute of love and respect to

the memory of Mrs. Margaret Wylie, wife

of Rev. P. H. Wylie, who entered into that

rest which remains for the people of God,

Sept. 18, 1901

:

Whereas, It has pleased our Heavenly

Father to remove from us our beloved sis-

ter,

Resolved, That we humbly submit to

His will Who doeth all things well. As

a society we shall miss her quiet influence,

and earnest work in the Master’s cause;

That we hear God’s voice speaking to

us in this providence to be more in His

service, and work while it is day;

That this society extend its sympathy

to the children and friends of the de-

ceased, praying that they may be sustained

by Divine grace. Especially would we re-

member the daughter in the home and the

aged husband, that, as he has comforted

others in their sorrow, he may now be com-

forted by the God of all comfort.

Sarah Stewart,

Mary Cochran,

Committee.

IRS:

Christian parents who neglect to gather the members of their household around a

common altar once a day are ignoring one of the strongest bulwarks of family life.

They are losing the opportunity to turn their thoughts and their children’s habitually

toward God and Christ, toward truth and duty.— Congrcgationalist.

The financial side of Church life will never be satisfactory until the act of giving

has been lifted up from the low level which it now occupies as a more or less un-

pleasant necessity.

Giving is an act of worship just as truly as praying and praising. No one can

read his Bible very long without being convinced of this fact. If we belong to God,

then our property belongs to God. Just as He allows us to use most of our time for

the benefit of ourselves and those dependent upon us, so He allows us to use our means

in the same way.

But He requires, as He has a right to require, that a proportionate part of both time

and money shall be employed in direct Christian service.

We may differ as to what that proportion may be. There is no evidence that the

Lord has ever released man from the obligation of tithing. But even supposing that

under New Testament conditions, the proportion is left very largely to our own con-

sciences, vet no one will question that giving ought to be both systematic and propor-

tionate.

Many people could very well give more than one-tenth of their income, and be

happier for doing it. As a matter of fact, very few of those who protest most ear-

nest) v against the bondage of a tithing system give to anything like the measure of

their ability.

But the great trouble lies much deeper than the question of the proper proportion.

If people who profess to belong to Christ grasped the fact that all of their contribu-

tions to the Church were in reality to the great Head of the Church, it would revolu-

tionize the financial conditions in all of our churches. There would be a joyful en-

thusiasm about our giving which would undoubtedly lead to a great spiritual revival.

Why not? That is God’s promise, and it holds good to-day as truly as it ever did —
Michigan Presbyterian .
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MONOGRAPHS.

A “READ-BOOK” MAN.

—The following touching notes of mis-

sionary work are taken from a letter writ-

ten by Dr. Maude George, March 28,

1904, to her own home friends.—

-

I have a most interesting teacher now.

He has a good head, and Dr. McBurney

says he reminds her of Professor Kennedy.

He is quite exact, and wideawake.

For a while he had a private school to

occupy his Sabbaths, and did not attend

services. We read together daily in the

Bible, and he told me that he already be-

lieved in one true God, and did not wor-

ship idols.

As a rule, the read-book men are not

worshippers of idols. He said the Heaven

God, or Sky God, whom he worshipped, was

the one who had made all things, and he

ascribed to him the same attributes that

I applied to the true God. When I said,

“How do you know that he is merciful?”

he answered, “Because he provides for

men, giving them rain and sunshine and

harvests, etc.”

I then took up Paul’s line, “Whom,
therefore, ye ignorantly worship, Him de-

clare I unto 3
rou.” I told him God had

revealed Himself in His Book, gave him a

Bible and told of Christ’s work of redemp-

tion. He professed to accept the Bible,

and has taken its statements as authorita-

tive ever since—how sincerely, of course,

I cannot tell, but I think it is becoming

deeper with him. For instance: We
talked one day of the comparative value of

soul and body. He said, without hesita-

tion, that the soul was the more valuable,

giving as his reason, “Why, that distin-

guishes us from the beasts and birds.”

I then asked, as politely as I knew how

to put the question, why he did not act

on his belief. He said he did. I answered,

“Oh, no
;
you give all your time to provid-

ing for your body. You do not provide for

your soul at all.” When asked to ex-

plain myself, I instanced the Sabbath day.

“Oh,” he said, “if I wouldn’t work on

Sabbath I wouldn’t earn enough money

to provide for my family !”

“Exactly,” I said. “You consider their

bodies of more importance than their

souls.”

When he saw that he was cornered, he

said, “Well, how should I observe the

Sabbath ?” I explained. He asked

:

“Wouldn’t it do to not work at home with-

out coming to service? Couldn’t I wor-

ship God at home ?”

I said : “Don’t you suppose God would

know how He would be pleased to be wor-

shipped?” “Yes.” “Well, He has com-

manded assembling of ourselves togeth-

er.” “Is that in the Bible?” “Yes.” I took

a topical Bible which Dr. Jean has (splen-

did for such work), and gave him text

after text on the Sabbath. When he read

of the man being put to death for breaking

the Sabbath, he said, “It must be very im-

portant.”

1 dropped the subject to let him have

time to think. A few days later, reading

in Paul’s Epistles, I came upon one of his

flights of fervent exhortation to the higher

living, and having just read it, I was

prompted to ask, “Sin Shang (teacher),

will you be at service next Sabbath?” He
answered, “Yes.” “You have given up

your Sabbath teaching, have you?” “Yes.”

And he has come the two Sabbaths since

that conversation, and last Sabbath had a

crowd of Sin Shangs with him.

We read one day something about

prayer, and he remarked with an embar-

rassed little laugh, “I pray.” I asked,
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“To the true God ?” “Yes. 1 pray in my
heart

;
it isn’t necessary to speak it out, is

it?” “No.” “If I believe in my heart, it

isn't necessary to speak that out either, is

it?” For answer, I gave him a deluge of

Bible texts, had him read each aloud to

me. He squirmed around a little and

said, “Well, I .want to study the doctrine

further.” I gave him “Boast not thyself

of to-morrow.”

Yesterday, in our reading, we had the

passage in Matthew, “Where two of you

shall agree concerning anything that you

shall ask.” I was prompted to ask, “Sin

Shang, do you with a true heart believe

this doctrine?” “Yes.” “Then you be-

lieve what this says?” “Yes.” “If you

and I should agree to pray for the Holy

Spirit to enter your heart, would you wish

it?” He answered, “You with me pray.”

So we arose and united in prayer, he fol-

lowing me in a low voice. He thanked

me just as I finished, and his face showed

strong feeling. We finished reading the

chapter, Matt. 18; note its appropriateness

to a forgiven sinner. It was closing time

then, and he went away.

This morning I took the topical Bible,

and with him followed the subjects of sin,

repentance and forgiveness. We had very

little conversation on the subject.

You remember the former teacher I

had, who showed marked interest at times

and of whom we were so hopeful. He is

back teaching I)r. Wright. He and my
teacher are good friends. He, too, had

been teaching school on Sabbath, but came

to church last Sabbath, and I judge has

given it up.

One day last week, having been talking

with other read-book men about the Sab-

bath, Sin Shang asked me about some of

their objections. One query was how to

live on six days’ wages. I answered,

“Christ is the Lord of life, and the Lord

of the Sabbath. If you are not willing to

trust Him to care for you if you keep His

commandments, you, by that, give proof

that you do not really believe on Him. If

you are not able to rely on Him for this

life, you certainly cannot for the next life.

How He will care for you on six days’

work, I do not know, but I do know that

He will do it if you trust Him.” It

seemed to satisfy him.

Later.—Monday.—My teacher was not

at church yesterday. I do not yet know
why. So it goes—hope rising and falling.

A Sequel to Foregoing.

Extracted from a letter from Dr. Kate

McBurney, dated Oct. 31, 1904:

The Christian Nation came in with Dr.

Maude George’s picture on the front cover.

The teacher which she had last now
teaches Jean and me part of the time. He
saw her photo and did not know it. I

said it was taken before she came back.

He said he never saw her “so fat.” He
then asked if the paper said something

about her. I said it did, and showed how

much there was. He asked what was said,

and I told him several things, which he

seemed glad to hear.

When 1 saw him first after we returned

he asked, “What did Dr. George say before

she entered heaven?” I couldn’t tell him

very well some of the things I would like

to have said; but I referred him to some

passages of Scripture, which gave him an

inkling of her spirit and purpose. For

instance, I said her purpose in coming

to China could be inferred if he would

read Bom. x, 1, reading China instead of

Israel; He could understand. I told him

also that it was her earnest desire that

Sin Shang (himself) and his family

would all meet her in heaven. He often

speaks of her, and we are all sure he was

fond of her. She labored with him day by

day, answering his questions by verses of

Scripture, and holding up the Bible as the
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final appeal in all questions between Chris-

tianity and Confucianism. And the man
really seemed interested.

Kew A. I. Eobb says he has never known

of but a single exception to the rule that

the literati are so saturated with Confu-

cianism that they never become entirely

free from the teachings, even when they

become Christians; but that one excep-

tion may be duplicated at any time, of

course. We hope this teacher may be the

one to do so. He is a fine Chinaman,

and an able teacher, and if he is ever con-

verted, we will all know that the human

agent was our dear Maude. She was so

painstaking, so patient, so illustrative of

the life she was trying to persuade him to

live, that we cannot think he is unchanged

in his views, even now.

ITEMS FROM BUREAU BULLETINS.

Japan.—A C. M. S. missionary at Ko-

kura, Japan, describes a service with the

wounded in hospital there. When permis-

sion was given the condition was laid down

that there must be neither a long sermon

nor loud singing. The Japanese ladies of

the four Christian churches—Methodist,

Baptist, and Episcopal—sang to the sol-

diers, and a Southern Baptist Convention

Missionary did the preaching. The officer

who gave the qualified permission listened

throughout, and then declared it so good

that such a service might be held every

day. One does not know whether to be

most pleased at the softening of the Jap-

anese through need in a great crisis, or at

the union of the Christian denominations

in a purpose to use for their Master the

opportunities of the crisis.

A C. M. S. missionary tells this : A
Japanese colonel caught by the Russians

inside of their lines was condemned to be

shot as a spy. He took a roll of bank bills

from his pocket and asked that they might

be given to the Russian Red Cross Society.

“I have long been a Christian,” he ex-

plained, “but this is my first chance to do

a definitely Christian act.”

A few years ago the pupils of a certain

Japanese high school mobbed the home of

two English missionary women, breaking

their window and shying stones at the

ladies themselves. A few weeks ago a B.

F. Bible Society agent visited that high

school, was courteously treated, sold Bibles

and Testaments to the students, and his

biggest Bible to the school library. Some-

thing deeper than mere curiosity as to

Western knowledge underlies such a

change of sentiment in an out-of-the-way

town in Japan.

Bishop McKim (P. E.), of Tokio, says

that Christianity has an influence in

Japan to-day fully one hundred times its

statistical strength, and that this is be-

cause its fruits cannot be matched or ap-

proached by Shintoism or Buddhism.

India.—In spite of the pleasing pic-

tures brought before the eyes by proofs of

the extension of the Kingdom in India,

some parts of the country still bar out

Christian teachers as carefully as Tibet. A
Baptist missionary in Bengal writes that

five men, rulers of as many petty native

states in the southwestof that province, are

still preventing their five hundred thou-

sand people from hearing the gospel. Ko

missionary is tolerated within their terri-

tory, and the British Government consents

to this discrimination against Christians

!

A Lutheran (General Synod) mission-

ary in India tells of finding out in the

course of the year that one of the native

workers, besides doing his regular work

among the people of his station, is walk-

ing eight miles, when he gets time, to

teach the people of two other villages who

wish to hear the Bible. It is no more than

his duty to his Master. Yet what mean-

ing there is in the fact that this man now

has such a sense of his duty to Jesus Christ.
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Africa.—Fifty years ago the United

Presbyterian missionaries in Cairo were a

lonely little group, meeting together for

prayer in English. On Nov. 15, 1904,

that mission celebrated its semi-centennial

with a meeting continued during three

days, holding three sessions each day.

These nine sessions were in the Arabic

language, excepting two sessions held in

English, the language of the minority of

the Protestants of Egypt. The general

celebration of the U. P. semi-centennial

of missions will be marked by a conven-

tion at Pittsburg, Dec. 6-8.

Out of the twenty-six clergymen in the

American Episcopal Mission in Liberia,

all but one arc black men trained on the

spot. The Liberian Congregations were as-

sessed four hundred and fifty dollars as

their share of the funds required by .the

Board in New York for missions. They

raised the money and sent it on to be

used in Utah or Alaska, or wherever the

managers direct.

Sierra Leone Colony, in West Africa,

was occupied by the Church Missionary

Society as one of its earliest fields, nearly

one hundred years ago, the attraction be-

ing the needs of some thousands of freed

slaves, pagan barbarians of many tribes

and languages, thrust ashore among other

savage pagans, with whom they had noth-

ing but their color in common. It is one

of the proofs of the subtle power of

Christ’s gospel that Sierra Leone Colony

is now a Christian land, with a church and

school in almost every village maintained

by black Christians, served by black min-

isters, and supporting evangelistic enter-

prises in the regions beyond. The Sierra

Leone Colony has about seventy-five thou-

sand people, of whom fifty thousand are

Christians and the remainder pagans and

Mohammedans. The Church Missionary

Society has long since moved on to the

frontier, leaving the local church to sus-

tain the whole local work except the

Fourah Bay College.

From the Baptist Missionary Society’s

station at Yakusu, Congo Free State, Mr.

Stapleton writes that during the past year

they have opened twenty-eight new
schools. There is a universal desire to

learn to read “the Book.” “Four times

during the past month a deputation of

men and women have paddled twenty

miles each time to beg for a teacher. The

fourth time they got their wish and wTent

off, proudly taking the teacher with

them.” A collection was taken up at a re-

cent native convention and brought in

forty-eight dollars—enough to support

those twenty-eight schools four months.

It takes a dime to support one of those

schools a week, it seems ! Look at a dime,

and think whether anything you can buy

with it here makes so good a return

!

THE MISSIONARY’S DEBT TO HIS

POSITION.

(Concluded from p. 278, Dec. 1904.)

THE MISSIONARY’S DEBT TO THE
CHURCH THAT SENDS HIM OUT.

Of course, as he is more or less out of

the eye of the Church at home, he owes

it to her to adorn his profession, and to

vindicate the confidence reposed in him in

assigning him to such a post by living an

upright, holy life.

But further than this, he must not for-

get that he represents a denominational

society, to which he owes it that his work

shall be a fair representation of its prin-

ciples. For example, the work of the mis-

sionaries of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church should not be simply a Christian-

izing work, as that term is commonly 1under-

stood, but should be a process of instilling

into the minds of converts the vital and

distinctive principles of the Covenanter

Church. It is not for the missionary to

assume that such and such principles of
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the Church which he represents are im-

practicable of application in his circum-

stances, and that the exigencies of for-

eign mission work render it necessary that

these principles should be held in abey-

ance. The distinctive principles of our

own Church we profess to believe to be

fair deductions from Scripture, vitally af-

fecting the question of the evangelization

of the world, and acquiring importance

from their neglect by the Church at large;

and our missionaries owe it to their

Church to make a conscientious, continued

effort to imbue the minds of their converts

with them.

The missionary owes it to his Church to

do nothing in the fancied interests of

Christian unity, and nothing to protect

the weak faith of native brethren that he

would be unwilling to have come to the

knowledge of the Church which he repre-

sents, or which he feels would meet with

its disapproval. The missionary is a repre-

sentative—an instructed representative

—

whose plain duty it is to carry out the

will of his constituents as expressed in the

standards of his denomination. It may be

that some of the principles of his Church

do not require to be given the same rela-

tive prominence that would be necessary

in the home land. The missionary has dis-

cretionary power, of course, with reference

"to this, but faithfulness to .Ins profession

and to his Church, not to mention com-

mon honesty, forbids that his discretion—
or indiscretion—should be exercised ex-

cepting within the limits of the Church’s

standards.

Tf a denomination has principles of

truth that are worth standing for on a

separate platform, its missionary owes it

to his denomination to present its princi-

ples to those among whom he labors with

such fullness and clearness as he is able

to command, and to require conformity

to them in outward practice at least. Tf

fully persuaded in his own mind that the

principles of his profession are a hin-

drance to evangelistic work, it seems to the

writer that he owes it to his Church to

withdraw from her communion.

HIS DEBT TO THOSE TO WHOM HE IS

APPOINTED A MISSIONARY.

This is in many respects the most im-

portant relation that the missionary sus-

tains. His relations with his fellow-

missionaries and with the home Church

are more or less oblique, but this third

class, if 1 may borrow a grammatical term,

is the direct object of his appointment.

He is among them, not because he esteems

their companionship above that of all

other men, but supposedly because he is

actuated by something of the same spirit

that brought his Saviour into the world,

and in obedience to that Saviour’s com-

mand
;
because he realizes that there are

boundless possibilities for those who are

altogether unlovely if they can only be

led to an acceptance and reception of Him
who is altogether lovely

;
and because,

having been himself redeemed freely by

the precious blood of that Saviour, he-

feels himself a debtor to those who know

Him not.

What, then, is the debt he owes to

them ? As we have intimated, he owes it

to them—as also to the gospel that he

teaches—to look on them as possible heirs

of salvation.

The writer confesses that the laws that

should govern a missionary’s expectations

of converts are an enigma to him. Tt

would seem that the facts that the gospel

is the power of God unto salvation to.

everyone that believeth, and that regen-

eration is the sovereign act of God the

Holy Spirit, should justify the missionary

in expecting results tangible and encour-

aging. And yet it seems indisputable that

there is a great difference in different peo-

ples as regards receptivity of the gospel'
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message. May it not be possible to plead

God’s promises against His purposes?

Isaiah knew that the effect of his preach-

ing would be judicial blindness. Is it not

possible that God may have the same pur-

pose to-day with reference to some classes ?

It is not within "the scope of this paper

to enter into a discussion of the question

here suggested, but whatever its solution

may be, whether or not there may come a

time in the history of the missionary’s ef-

forts when his duty to those to whom he

preaches demands that he should shake off

the dust of his feet as a testimony against

them, he certainly owes it to them to bear

unequivocal testimony to the truth,

whether they will hear or whether they

will forbear. They have at least a right

to know what God has to say to them.

But there can be no doubt that the norm

of gospel effort is that the sower should

sow in the hope of reaping—reaping, if

not the full harvest, at least the first

fruits, the earnest of the harvest. The

people to whom he is sent may appear

hopeless, but he owes it to them to expect

better things of them and things that ac-

company salvation. Under our conditions

here in Syria, this seems hard. At least

the writer confesses freely, though with

a good degree of shame, that it is so for

him
;
that he has little expectation of see-

ing the gospel manifest its power in those

to whom he tries to present it; that he

has a good measure of sympathy with

those who say, “Since the fathers fell

asleep, all things continue as they were

from the beginning of creation.” Such a

spirit is greatly to be deprecated and

striven against, for unless the missionary

expects to see results from the preaching

of the gospel, he is not likely to maintain

a high degree of enthusiasm for the mes-

sage itself. ITc owes it to those to whom
he is sent to look on them as possible, if

not probable, sons, and to wrestle unceas-

ingly with God for them until Christ be

formed in them, at the same time giving

them a daily illustration in his own life

that for him to live is Christ, that his walk

is directed by the hand of an invisible

friend.

While the missionary is to remember

that he himself is compassed with in-

firmity, he must bear in mind, too, that

his advantages have been far and away

superior to those of the people to whom
he is a missionary, and that he must

therefore cultivate a heart of compassion,

that he may reasonably bear with, the

ignorant and them that are out of the way.

But he owes them much more than this.

Although he must look on their faults

with compassion, it does not follow that

he is to regard them with complacency.

He owes it to them to inspire in them by

precept and example an aspiration to

something higher, and in order to lead

them to a practical vital acceptance of his

Saviour, he must not only present gospel

truth with clearness and power, but must

manifest a kindly interest in them, in

their surroundings, in the conditions

under which they live, and sympathize

with them in view of the difficulties with

which they have to contend.

Those who are objects of missionary ef-

fort are for the most part, owing to the

disadvantages of their environment, in

many of their thoughts and feelings mere

children, and some of them very small

children at that. While this fact renders

it necessary that they should be dealt with

gently and tenderly, it at the same time

renders it necessary that they be dealt

with firmly. We perhaps sometimes allow

ourselves to think that this weakness of

the natives—as we may call them—de-

mands a corresponding laxity on our part

in our relations with them. This I be-

lieve to be a serious error. The only way

to build up strong Christian character in
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our people is to show them that we expect

it of them, and that Christ expects it of

them if they profess to be followers of

Him. It will not do to say in effect to

those who claim to accept the teachings of

the gospel, that we will allow them to

steal a little, but not too much
;
that they

may lie a little, but not too much, and that

we do not expect them to keep the Sab-

bath as carefully as the missionary him-

self aims to do. We owe it to those who

have professed faith in Christ to require

of them a high standard of living, and to

those who have not made this profession,

we owe it to set before them such a practi-

cal example of the fruitage of the gospel

that we preach, in the persons and con-

duct of our members, as shall compel the

admission, “God is among you of a truth.”

When we think how much our own

members, in very many instances—per-

haps as a rule—resemble those about

them, this may seem difficult of attain-

ment; but how else can we commend our

gospel to men? For, after all, it is living

examples that count, not mere orthodoxy

of creed. It will not do for our members

to say simply that their creed is Scrip-

tural, for most of those about them have

no reverence for the Holy Scriptures. But

honest, upright, Christ-like living on the

part of our people will be—or at least

ought to be—very noticeable, an epistle

known and read of all men, the reading of

which will arrest their attention.

Let the missionarjq in considering the

attitude that he ought to maintain toward

those whom he aims to reach, bear always

in mind that he is Christ’s ambassador,

sent to do Christ’s work, and that he

should therefore arm himself with the

same mind that was in Him. Let him ex-

pect to be called on for a large display of

that love that suffereth long and is kind.

Let him also be prepared to meet with a

large display of the basest ingratitude

from those whom he unselfishly aims to

serve; and yet, in spite of all this, let him

live such an irreproachable life that he

may be able to say, like Paul to the

Corinthians when they disputed his apos-

tolic authority, “Be ye followers of me.”

THE MISSIONARY’S DEBT TO HIA1SELF.

There are two dangers that I wish to

speak of, to which the missionary’s en-

vironment seems to me to expose him,

namely, loss of mental poise and loss of

spirituality. I have heard that the wife

of one of the most famous of the United

Presbyterian missionaries in Egypt said

that the tendency of the foreign field- is to

develop the missionary’s worst traits and

to retire the best. A young woman in

America remarked to the wife of a newly

outgoing missionary, “All the mission-

aries seem nice when they first go out,

but—.” How the sentence ended the

writer does not know, so he will not pre-

tend to be wiser than he knows, and will

just allow it to end with the “but.” Al-

though it does give the impression of in-

completeness, it conveys a tolerably clear

impression aside from that. Although I

believe that the general impression at

home, in regard to foreign missionaries, is

more favorable than that conveyed by this

fragment, I believe also that there is in

the foreign field some insidious influence

or combination of influences whose ten-

dency is to rob the missionary of his

equilibrium, and the missionary owes it to

himself to resist this tendency, and to

maintain his mental poise in the face of

all discouragement and disappointment

peculiar to his circumstances. The mor-

bid missionary is a monstrosity. Can yoii

imagine the heavenly host that hovered

over the fields of Bethlehem on the an-

nouncement of the good tidings of great

joy to all people, accompanying the

angels’ announcement with the voice of

wailing and lamentation? The mission-
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ary’s is the same message of glad tidings.

Why should he allow his soul to be cast

down within him ?

Further, the tendency of the mission-

ary’s environment is to rob him of his

spiritual life, and the missionary owes it

to himself to take all precautions to pre-

serve a spiritual frame of mind. There is

perhaps a tendency on the part of those at

home to demand of missionaries a higher

standard of Christian living than they set

for themselves. Doubtless they have no

right so to do, as the missionary’s ad-

vantages for cultivating spiritual growth

are vastly inferior to theirs. But the mis-

sionary will make no mistake in demand-

ing much of himself.

It may require a little heroism—not

necessarily very much—for an intending

missionary to screw his courage to the

shipping point
;
but it requires far more

heroism—or grace rather—to enable him

to pass unscathed and unsoiled for a num-

ber of years through the midst of vice of

every kind, surrounded by that only which

is false and formal in religion. Coming

constantly in contact in a social way with

those whose companionship can do noth-

ing to uplift him, he has an imperative

need to maintain by prayer and medita-

tion in divine truth constant fellowship

with the Father and His Son Jesus

Christ. Only in so doing can he hope to

resist the pernicious influence of his en-

vironment. The missionary must mingle

with sinful men even as Christ did, and

in order to do so, he needs to be armed

with the same spotless purity. The mis-

sionary should lift up others, not allow

himself to be dragged down, and in order

to be qualified for this he must maintain

a firm grasp on those things which,

though unseen by the eye of flesh, are

nevertheless real and eternal.

Bender therefore to all their dues. Owe
no man anything but to love one another.

All to Christ we owe, and in the discharge

of duties devolving upon us may we do

all heartily as to the Lord and not to men,

doing it under the double incentive of

Christ’s constraining love, and His

promise of sure and all-sufficient strength.

“Lo, I am with you always even unto the

end of the world” is his promise, and if

this be so, having these two incentives as

the mainspring of action, we cannot fail

of the commendation, “Well done, good

and faithful servants.”

(Bev.) C. A. Dodds.

Suadia, Syria.

“And some one says, ‘Missions ! Missions ! always Missions !’ Yes, always missions,

because they are the life-blood, the heart-beat, the lungs’ breath of the Body of Jesus

Christ.”—Bishop Doane at the Boston Convention.

The first conscious thrill of the Divine life in the soul of man is a missionary pas-

sion born from above. If you should find you have no interest in missionary work,

before you criticise it, go to some quiet place of soul communion with God and let

Him criticise you, and you will discover that, somehow or somewhere, even if that life

was there, it has become extinguished. For your own soul’s safety test your relation-

ship to God by your interest in this great work.—Bev. G. Campbell Morgan.

The distinction between Christianity and all other systems of religion consists

largely in this, that in these other, men are found seeking after God, while Christian-

ity is God seeking after man .—Thomas Arnold.



Editorial Notes. 21

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Started at a season of the year when expenditures in every direction are large and

imperative, this memorial fund has made a most encouraging beginning. The con-

tributions reported last month amounted to One Hundred and Twenty-five Dollars

;

and these offerings, as well as those that have come in since, reveal hearts devoted to

God in the service that claimed the lives of these two consecrated women.

Contributor.

A friend. Second New York $2.00

Mrs. J. C. Montgomery, Second New York 1.00

Miss Cornelia Brigden, Second New York 5.00

Mrs. Alice L. Fenwick, Auburn, R. 1 5.00

Mrs. Margaret Roney, W. Alexander, Pa l . . . 2.00

Miss Jean Roney, W. Alexander, Pa 2.00

Mrs. David Torrens, Second New York 25.00

A friend, Second New York * 1.00

Mrs. Maria J. Kerr, Hebron, Kans 5.00

Miss Almira E. Kerr, Hebron, Kans 5.00

A friend, Second New York 2.00

Mrs. Margaret Watson, Second New York 5.00

Mrs. J. B. O’Neill, Belfast, Ireland 1.17

Union Y. P. S. C. E. of E. Meredith, N. Y.. .
.'. .. .50.00

Congregation, Cincinnati, O

The monograph, entitled “A ‘Read-Book’

will arrest attention and compel thought. It is a letter from Dr. J. Maude George.

Written with the freedom of a message to the loved ones at home and not intended for

publication outside the family circle, it is an unconscious revelation of her special

fitness for missionary work. No one can read the story of her intercourse with that

teacher—evidently a man of more than ordinary ability—without rejoicing in the

Mediatorial Providence that brought him under the influence and instruction of one

so admirably qualified to point the way to the only Saviour, and praying unceasingly

that he may be led out into the clear light of the gospel. This beloved physician and
Mrs. A. I. Robb, so closely identified in the missionary spirit, seem to have possessed

Amount. Mission Field.

.$2.00 China and Cyprus

. 1.00 China

. 5.00 China and Cyprus

.5.00 Latakia, Syria

. 2.00 China

. 2.00 Southern Mission

.25.00 China

. 1.00 Cyprus

c* oo China

. 5.00 China

. 2.00 China

. 5.00 Latakia, Syria

. 1.17 China

.50.00 China

.30.00 China

a,” and published in this number,
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a peculiarly winning power over the Chinese. And surely nothing can be more be-

coming than to present a thank-offering to the Redeemer, Who used them to accom-

plish, during a brief hour of service in China, such tangible results as the representa-

tives of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in America.

All offerings sent to Olive Trees will be acknowledged in its columns and passed

on to the Treasurer.

R. M. Summerville,

327 W. 56th Street,

New York.i

At our request, Dr. James M. Balph

has prepared for Olive Trees an excel-

lent paper on Medical Missions, which

we cannot too highly commend. Coming
from the pen of a medical missionary who

is well acquainted with the history of the

subject on which he writes, and has had

large experience as a physician both at

home and abroad, it deserves and will re-

pay a careful reading. Naturally shrink-

ing from anything that might be misinter-

preted as personal display, the author has

failed to give many facts and incidents in

regard to the medical work in Latakia,

Syria, that he might have included in the

article, and thus increased its value as a

contribution to the literature of Medical

Missions. At some future time, however,

he may be willing to supplement his story

with practical illustrations drawn from

the wide field of his own experience and

observation.

%•

Olive Trees has received the Foreign

Mission Report of the Presbyterian

Church in Canada. It contains encourag-

ing statements from ten Missions. And

“generally, it may be said, that peace,

progress and prosperity prevailed in all

their fields throughout the whole of the

year 1903.”

Olive Trees is also indebted to the

American Board for a copy of its annual

report on the Foreign Missions under its

supervision. It is an inspiring volume.

The committee appointed to examine the

report of Secretary Barton, “covering the

work of nine missionary fields, Austria,

Spain, Mexico, Japan, Marathi, Madura,

Ceylon, Eastern Turkey and European

Turkey,” reports that these have been

“worked during the past year by two

hundred and sixty-seven Americans and

nineteen thousand one hundred and forty-

four native Christians. . Fifty central

stations and seven hundred and eighty-

eight outlying stations have been the chief

points of application of this force.”

* * * “Three hundred organized

churches are established in active opera-

tion, with thirty-two thousand two hun-

dred and seventy-three members. * * *

Two thousand two hundred and fifty-

nine new members were added on

confession of faith.” After stating re-

sults from each separate field—not in-

cluding “the native workers, for they are

themselves the result of missionary

labor,” the committee continues: “You

say this is a cold-blooded and mechanical

way of estimating missionary success.

Granted; and it disregards the indirect

results of missionary work. But it shows

strikingly how much better our American

Board missionaries are doing than our

workers at home, despite the savagery,

barbarism and oppression found on the

foreign fields. Abroad two hundred and

sixty-seven missionaries, reckoning teach-

ers, doctors, industrial, kindergarten, and

other workers and absentees, had the joy
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of welcoming out of heathen darkness into

the light of the Church of Jesus Christ,

twenty-two hundred and fifty-nine adult

souls (saying nothing of children received

into the. Church through baptism), an

average per missionary of over eight addi-

tions this last year, while the force at

home, counting only the six thousand and

seventy-one ministers, and disregarding all

other workers in the Year Book, received

on an average less than five on confes-

sion.”

We ask the readers of Olive Trees to

ponder this remarkable statement; for

its condemnation of inactivity and slow

growth in the home Church, compared

with the more earnest effort and conse-

quent success of foreign missions, is true

on a smaller scale of the Reformed Pres-

byterian Church. Surely no one can read

it and feel that he is doing enough to

preach Christ in the regions beyond.

Very encouraging, too, is the report of

the committee on the Missions in Secretary

Smith’s Department. Of these Missions

there are three in Africa: the Zulu, the

West African and the East African
;
two

in Asiatic Turkey: Western and Central.

“Fourteen out of the thirty-three churches

of this Central Mission are entirely self-

supporting, and the native contributions

have reached the astonishingly high fig-

ure of seventeen thousand three hundred

and fifty-eight dollars. * * * At

Oorfa the wrork includes, among several

excellent features, a great Sabbath school,

numbering seven hundred and thirty-four

pupils and thirty-four teachers.” There

are also two Missions in the Pacific

Islands: the Micronesian and the Philip-

pines. “On Ponape and adjacent islands”

there are “nine hundred and seven church

members, of whom one hundred and fifty-

one have been received during the year.”

There are four Missions in China : North,

Foochow, Shansi, and South. An item

or two from this report will be read with

interest: “While conservatism still con-

trols the Government at Peking, and while

reforms are feared rather than desired,

yet there is a great demand in Peking for

the Scriptures—a sure proof of a changed

attitude to Christianity.” * * * “At

Ing-hok,” in the Foochow Mission, “the

young men of the churches have visited

many of the hundreds on hundreds of

villages where there is a call for work and

a promise of great results.” We ask the

young ministers of our church to read the

appeal of Dr. Smith for laborers to re-

inforce the Shansi Mission, as it may
move some of them to offer their services

for Syria and Cyprus. “Are there none

among us to hasten to this field and there

work to-day the works of God ? What
have we men and women for, if not to

carry such a work onward to success ? Why
is money given to God’s people, if not to

build this mission anew, and send among

this waiting people the everlasting gospel,

whose glory has once flashed upon the

view in such unearthly beauty and power?

Tf some things must suffer loss, not this.”

A copy of the annual sermon before the

American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions, preached at Grinnell,

Iowa, Oct. 11, 1904, by Rev. Reuen

Thomas, D.D., pastor of Harvard Church,

Brookline, Mass., was mailed to us with

the annual report. Dr. Thomas spoke on

“Enlargement Through Service,” empha-

sizing the influence of Foreign Missions on

ourselves.

First of all, in .enlarging our ideas and

deepening our emotions, as the worship

faculty in human nature has been re-

vealed to us everywhere existent.

In the second place, if Foreign Mis-

sions have expanded our intellect and

deepened and mellowed our humanity,

they have also tested our faith in the
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divinity and consequent sovereignty of

Jesus Christ; and

In the third place, it is necessary to

take a glance at Foreign Missions as at-

testing the growth of the faith faculty in

the Christianized man.

Olive Trees acknowledges receipt of

the following contributions to missionary

work in China: $1 from Mrs. J. A.

Thompson, College Springs, la., and $10

from Mrs. Worth Kerr, Titusville, Pa.

The money has been forwarded to Treas-

urer Walter T. Miller.

The Ladies’ Missionary Society of the

Congregation at Almonte, Ontario, Can-

ada, has sent us, through its Treasurer,

Mrs. J. S. Waddell, $10, to be equally

divided between the Indian and the Jew-

ish Missions. The money has been passed

on to Treasurer John T. Morton.

Two months ago Eev. E. C. Allen, of

Grove City, Pa., when renewing subscrip-

tion to end of 1905, enclosed four dollars'

from Mrs. Allen to aid in the circulation

of Olive Trees. This is more than liberal

assistance.

#
Olive Trees acknowledges receipt of

twenty-five dollars from Mrs. Mary J.

Waite, Toll House, Fresno County, Cali-

fornia, to be appropriated as follows

:

Syrian Mission $5.00

Mission to China 5.00

Home Missions 5.00

Jewish Mission 5.00

Indian Mission 4.50

Olive Trees 50

The money has been passed on to the

Treasurers.

Olive Trees acknowledges the receipt

of the following amounts from the young

women of the Eeformed Presbyterian

Church toward the salary of their mission-

ary for 1904:

Miss Sadie Sterrett, Olathe, Kansas. $3.65

Miss Lizzie Sterrett, Olathe, Kansas 3.65

A Friend of Missions, Canonsburg,

Pa 4.00

L. M. S. of Miller’s Eun Congrega-

tion, Pa 12.50

One contribution has also been received

toward the salary of pastor’s missionary

for 1904:

Eev. J. B. Gilmore, York, NY... .$15.00

#
We are glad to know that recent news

from Scotsdale is favorable. Eev. W. Mc-

Leod George seems to be improving in

health, though his friends have to wait a

long time before detecting any substantial

gain. It is the prayer of every one that,

he may be made strong again ^md able to

devote himself once more to the work of

the ministry.

An American quarter of a dollar, with the figure of Liberty on it, is said to have

looked down contemptuously on a copper cent, with the head of a red Indian on it,

and to have said, “Oh, you dark-skinned, feather-trimmed barbarian, do you call your-

self a coin?” “Well, whatever I am,” said the copper cent, “I am oftener found in

missionary meetings than you are
!”

There was a time when I had no care or concern for the heathen
;
that was when

I had none for my own soul. When, by the grace of God, I was led to care for my
own soul, I began to care for them. In my closet I said, “O Lord, silver and gold

have I none. What I have I give; I offer Thee myself! Wilt Thou accept the gift?”

—Alexander Duff.
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$1.00 and 13 cents for postage.

ADORESS
OLIVE TREES. 327 West 56th Street, New York.

H TTTVTPTZ A PHT T TPO CP The only College in the
LtJlLiIn JIj VA UU1jJ_|J1jO ill, u. S. under control of the

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michigan
NEW FACI-LITIES, University. Better work is being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDING'S, Children of Clergymen Have Tuition at Half Rates.

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.

BEAVER PALLS, PA.

WILLIAM R. JENKINS,
p-ut>lislier, Eooltsol] < 2-, Stationer and Printer,

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

85 1 <fc 8 5 3 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 4Sth Street, NEW YORK.

Card Kngravlog, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

PICTURES AND RICTURE FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

McCLEAN, Telephont, 2700 Franklin . Eitablliktd 1800.

Undertaker
and ....

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Embalmer, Printers and

569 Seventh Avenue,
Bet, 40tb and 41st Streets,

Manufacturing Stationers,

NEW YORK. 52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.
Telephone, 658—3STh St.

MACKEOWN’S
EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS FOR SPECTACLES,

21 WEST 42d STREET. NEW YORK. Telephone, 6043-38th St.

JAMES S. TIBBY, Sharpsburg, Ra.
SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (oldand new versions), TESTIMONY, BOOK
OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CONFESSION
OF FAITH, GLASGOW’S HISTORY OF THE CHURCH,
LIFE DR. J. R. W. SLOANE, TALES OF COVENANTERS,
POETS and POETRY, HOMES and HAUNTS, ROMAN-
ISM ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITE F"0R PRICES


